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Mistrust of the Self



Trust in Identification as a Relationship



The Identifiee

Wants:

• ID that Works

• In the hands of those s/he trusts

• ID that does him/her no harm



Identification as Harm



Trust in Wonders

http://www.realussr.com/wp-content/uploads/2010/02/photoshare_013.jpg


The Identifier

Wants:

• ID that works

• ID that eliminates risk

• ID that reassures



Declining Trust



Our Fellow Citizens?



From Classical Liberalism to the Risk Society



From Patrons to Consumers



Changing Forms of State and States of Trust 1



Changing Forms of State and States of Trust 2



Trust in Magic?



Trust as Probability



ID and the Modern Loss of Control 



Trust as Access to Benefits



Distrust of Identification



Faith in the Brand, Distrust of the State



Freedom from the State



Some Conclusions 1

• Trust is part of a relationship, or 
transaction, not a state of being;

• Trust and ID have a problematic 
relationship because ID assumes 
distrust;

• Distrust is not a human constant but 
culturally and historically determined.



Some Conclusions 2

• Trust in ID reflects the nature of broader 
social relationships;

• ID that people ‘’own’ or can control are more 
trusted;

• Forms of ID are trusted if they provide 
benefits, rather than threaten harm;

• ID that is easy to use, and unproblematic, 
becomes invisible – part of the furniture of 
our lives that we accept implicitly.
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