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Press Release

Martigny, September 3, 2025

Artificial Intelligence: Idiap announces the winners of the 14th
edition of its hackathon

After nine days of hacking, the Idiap Research Institute has revealed the winners of the 14th
edition of the Idiap Create Challenge (ICC), its flagship hackathon dedicated to artificial
intelligence (Al). Organized in partnership with the Ark Foundation, the event was held from
August 21 to 29 at Idiap’s premises in Martigny, Switzerland.

Throughout the competition, teams immersed themselves in the world of Al, supported by
Idiap’s R&D engineers and inspired by previous winners who, like David Imseng of Recapp IT
and Matthieu Saussaye of Pulse Partners, went on to transform their project into thriving
businesses established in Valais. Experts from the Canton and the Ark Foundation also shared
their insights, helping participants to better understand the local entrepreneurial ecosystem.

Far more than a competition, the ICC offered participants a complete experience: coding
sessions, workshops, and even the discovery of the region during Idiap’s annual team outing
— combining Al with the spirit of Valais.

This year’'s submissions showcased outstanding creativity, spanning from Al partners for
musical improvisation and digital platforms supporting new mothers’ mental health, to
automated PowerPoint generation tools, drone-enabled rescue solutions in natural
environments, genetic testing for optimized medical treatments and intelligent systems that
manage energy consumption.

“The Idiap Create Challenge is always full of surprises! Teams are incredibly motivated and
it's amazing to see what they can accomplish in just a few days—especially with the latest Al
tools at their fingertips” shares Joél Dumoulin, Technology Transfer Officer and member of the
Interim management team at Idiap.

“We were impressed by the diversity of the projects and the quality of the ideas developed
during this edition. The Ark Foundation is delighted to continue collaborating to support the
development of these ideas and helping to turn them into both commercial and technological
successes!” mentions Frédéric Bagnoud, Secretary General of The Ark.

Two prizes were awarded this year:

The Idiap-ldeArk Prize, valued at 15,000 francs, was awarded to the SYNTHIA team — Fabio
Fehr, Karl el Hajal, and Laurent Colbois (Idiap) — for their project “Al Band Member,” which
proposes an Al partner for musical improvisation.

The “Al for Society” Prize, sponsored by Oiken and worth 10,000 francs, went to the Hestia
team, composed of Elona Dekeuwer (HEdS La Source) and Vincenzo Pallotta (HEIG-VD), for
their project focused on supporting new mothers’ mental health: “Al Companion to Support
New Mothers' Mental Health.”
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“Through the Al for Society award, OIKEN aims to highlight innovations that are both pragmatic
and technically feasible. This year, we selected Hestia, a project that leverages Al to support
the mental health of new parents. This choice reflects OIKEN’s strategic vision: using Al to
assist and empower our employees, while enhancing their daily lives with practical, meaningful
solutions” explains Julien Depreux, Innovation Project Manager and Al Deployment Lead at
Oiken.

With fourteen successful editions to date, the Idiap Create Challenge continues to establish
itself as a unique springboard for Al talent — an event where Al innovation meets
entrepreneurship.

Media contact

ICC website: https://www.idiap.ch/en/innovation/icc
Giorgia Rossi, Communications Officer, Idiap
Email: communications@idiap.ch

Phone: +41 (0)27 720 63 55

Partner Sponsors Media Collaborator
he & XBCVS|WKB & cConstellium EPFL-«~ Hesso/za FON
ar‘k €OIKEN T dmo  @peveprom  [EVERSYS ) antenne 61T


https://www.idiap.ch/en/innovation/icc
https://www.idiap.ch/en/innovation/icc
mailto:communications@idiap.ch

o (w] =1

RESEARCH INSTITUTE

About

The Idiap Research Institute, located in Martigny, Switzerland, is a Swiss and world leader
in artificial intelligence since 1991. With almost 200 employees, the Institute is specialized

in several fields of Al, organized into four research programs: Human-Al Teaming,
Resilient & Sustainable Societies, Al for Life & Al for All. In addition to its cutting-edge
research, Idiap actively participates in local, national, and international projects, fosters
collaborations with companies, and drives continuous innovation in the field.
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