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Research
interests

Social media, social computing, multimedia signal processing and information systems,
and machine learning

Education Ecole Polytechnique Fédérale de Lausanne (EPFL) Oct 2008 - present
Lausanne, Switzerland
PhD candidate (expected graduation April 2013)

Technical University of Catalonia (UPC) Jan 2008
Barcelona, Spain
M.S., Electrical Engineering

Research
experience

HP Labs, Social Computing Group Mar 2012 - present
Palo Alto, California
Intern

• Research on social media video and microblogs

Idiap Research Institute Oct 2008 - present
Martigny, Switzerland
Research Assistant

• Research on human behavior from social media video

International Computer Science Institute (ICSI) Mar 2007 - Aug 2008
Berkeley, CA
Visiting Researcher

• Investigated on approaches to automatic spoken language recognition
• Represented ICSI on the 2007 NIST Language Recognition Evaluation
• Investigated on acoustic event classification for in-car applications (sponsored by

the Volkswagen Electronics Research Laboratory - ERL, Palo Alto)

TALP Research Center Feb 2006 - Feb 2007
Barcelona, Spain
Research Assistant

• Implemented a real-time acoustic event detection for a Smart Metting Room

Computing skills Programming languages: Python, PERL, C, C++, Java, JS/HTML/CSS
Computing: R, Matlab

Academic honors
and awards

Idiap Research Award Dec 2011
This award is given yearly to one Idiap PhD student for his outstanding publication
record and high quality research.

MS Thesis High Honors Jan 2008
Technical University of Catalonia (UPC)

Scholarships by Technical University of Catalonia (UPC) 2001- 2006



Received 8 scholarships upon obtaining the highest grade in topics such as signal pro-
cessing, mathematics, programming, and electronics.

Finalist and Honor award of the VI Certámen Arqúımedes Dec 2007
Spanish Ministry of Education and Culture
This yearly contest is given to the best research works carried out for Master Students
from all the universities in Spain.

AMIDA Trainee Feb 2007
Awarded with a European AMIDA training program grant for a 9 months internship
as a visitor researcher at the International Computer Science Institute (Berkeley, CA).

Invited Scientific
talks

Vlogcast Yourself: Nonverbal Behavior and Attention in Social Media. Aizawa Ya-
masaki Lab, University of Tokyo, Tokyo, Nov. 2010.

Vlogcast Yourself: Exploring Nonverbal Behavior in Social Media. Idiap 20th Anniver-
sary and IM2 Summer Institute, Martigny, Sep, 2011.

Scientific
publications

Journals
J.-I. Biel and D. Gatica-Perez. “The YouTube Lens: Crowdsourced Personality Im-
pressions and Audiovisual Analysis of Vlogs” in in IEEE Transactions on Multimedia,
accepted for publication (2012)

J.-I. Biel and D. Gatica-Perez. “VlogSense: Conversational Behavior and Social Atten-
tion in YouTube” in ACM Transactions on Multimedia Computing, Communications,
and Applications, Special Issue on Social Media, Oct 2011.

Conferences
J-I. Biel and D. Gatica-Perez, “The Good, the Bad, and the Angry: Analyzing Crowd-
sourced Impressions of Vloggers”” In Proc. AAAI Int. Conf. . on Weblogs and Social
Media (ICWSM), Dublin, June 2012.

J-I. Biel, O. Aran, and D. Gatica-Perez, “You Are Known by How You Vlog: Person-
ality Impressions and Nonverbal Behavior in YouTube” In Proc. AAAI Int. Conf. .
on Weblogs and Social Media (ICWSM), Barcelona, July 2011.

J.-I. Biel and D. Gatica-Perez, “Vlogcast Yourself: Nonverbal Behavior and Attention
in Social Media” in Proc. Int. Conf. on Multimodal Interfaces (ICMI-MLMI), Beijing,
Nov. 2010.

J-I. Biel and D. Gatica-Perez, “Voices of Vlogging” In Proc. AAAI Int. Conf. on
Weblogs and Social Media (ICWSM), Washington DC, May 2010.

J-I. Biel and D. Gatica-Perez, “Wearing a YouTube Hat: Directors, Comedians, Gurus,
and User Aggregated Behavior” In Proc. ACM Int. Conf. on Multimedia (MM),
Beijing, China, Oct. 2009.

Book chapters
J-I. Biel and D. Gatica-Perez, “Call Me Guru: User Categories and Large-Scale Behav-
ior in YouTube” in S. Boll, J. Luo, S. Hoi, and D. Xu (Eds.), Social Media Computing,
Springer, 2011.



Predoctoral
C. Müller and J-I. Biel, E. Kim, and D. Rosario, “Speech-overlapped Acoustic Event
Detection for Automotive Applications” In Interspeech. Brisbane, Australia, 2008.

C. Müller and J-I. Biel, “The ICSI 2007 Language Recognition System” In the Odyssey
Workshop on Speaker and Language Recognition. Stellenbosch, South Africa, 2008.

A. Temko, C. Nadeu, and J-I. Biel, “Acoustic Event Detection: SVM-based System and
Evaluation Setup in CLEAR’07”. CLEAR’07 Evaluation Campaign and Workshop,
Baltimore, MD, USA, May 2007, in Multimodal Technologies for Perception of Humans,
LNCS, vol. 4625, pp. 354–363, Springer, 2008.

Recent
activities

Scientific peer reviews
AAAI ICWSM 2012, ICWSM 2011, ACM MM2011, MM 2010, IEEE ICME 2010,
ACM MIR 2010, ACM WSM 2009

Entrepreneurship
Venture Challenge, Feb 25th - May 27th 2010
venturelab, Switzerland

Schools attended
S3MR - 1st Spring School on Social Media Retrieval Feb 2009
PetaMedia, Switzerland

Machine Learning Summer School Aug - Sep 2009
Cambridge University, UK

Languages Catalan (mother tongue), Spanish (mother tongue), English (fluent), and French (in-
termediate)

Hobbies Running, Swimming, Skiing, Snowshoeing, Hiking, Sailing, Windsurfing
Yoga
Photography


