
The project MOBIO (Mobile 

Biometry) is developing a 

technology for mobile 

phones that will be able to 

identify a user by his or her 

voice, face, or by the inter-

play of both. This is not only 

easier for the user than pass-

words and PIN’s, it is also an 

additional level of security. 

MOBIO is coordinated by 

Sébastien Marcel from the Idiap Research 

Institute. He likes being a coordinator,      

although (or because) it is anything but 

easy.

Be persistent

Sébastien Marcel submitted a first proposal 

for MOBIO in 2004 to FP6. It was rejected. 

He submitted a similar project to a Swiss 

funding agency. It was rejected. He then 

improved the first proposal and 

submitted it again in 2006 to FP7. 

Finally, it was accepted. 

Have a plan B

“Obviously I was very happy when 

the project was accepted”, says 

Sébastien Marcel, “but soon I had 

the first negative experience.” Just 

as the project was accepted, one 

of the partners wanted to leave 

the project. Fortunately, he had a 

backup plan and found a new partner. In 

2009, though, the new partner discontinued 

all mobile projects due to the economic 

crisis. Again, Sébastien Marcel had a backup 

plan and found a new partner. 

Making smart phones smarter 
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Believe in your idea 

Now that smart phones are fairly popular, 

the idea of MOBIO does not sound very vi-

sionary. But in 2004, they were not so pop-

ular. Therefore, Sébastien Marcel had to 

have an idea and work for it. “When you pre-

pare a proposal, you have to know what you 

want and where you want to go, do most of 

the work yourself and then contact people 

to participate and contribute”, says Marcel.

He already has submitted another project 

under FP7, and it was accepted. Apparently, 

he likes being a coordinator. And he has 

good reasons for it: “Without the project, I 

would not have been able to employ more 

people, and the international experience 

and networking is invaluable.”

To shop online with a mobile phone, you usually have to enter at least a 

username and a password. But why does that phone not just recognize you 

by your voice, your face, or both? Well, thanks to MOBIO, it may soon will.
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“The international experience 
and networking is invaluable.”

ABOUT THE PROJECT

MOBIO (Mobile Biometry) aims at devel-

oping a technology for mobile phones 

that recognizes people by their voice, 

face or the interplay of both. Namely the 

use of this interplay is innovative. 

Researchers have systematically col-

lected sound and video recordings with 

mobile phones at several sites in Europe. 

Based on these recordings, they devel-

oped algorithms that are able to recog-

nize voice and face even if illumination is 

not optimal and even if there is back-

ground noise. Finally, they adjusted 

these algorithms so that they are suffi-

ciently accurate and at the same time 

can operate with the limited resources 

(CPU, memory and speed) provided by 

mobile phones.



EEN – Enterprise Europe Network**

Find appropriate cooperation partners in 

Europe with the support of the Enterprise 

Europe Network (600 partner organisations in 

more than 40 countries) facilitating company-

company and company-academia innovation 

partnerships in Europe and beyond. 

In Switzerland Euresearch offers personal 

brokerage support services to find technology 

partners, new innovation opportunities and to 

access new markets. 

www.swisseen.ch/innovation 

Building European Innovation and Business 
Cooperation

FP7 – the 7th Framework Programme
for R&D of the EU*

FP7 is the main instrument for scientific and 

technological cooperation in Europe funding 

basic and market oriented research, applied de-

velopment and fellowships.

www.euresearch.ch/fp7

Euresearch Head Office  Effingerstrasse 19  3008 Berne
                                 Phone +41 31 380 60 25  www.euresearch.ch

Euresearch – Your Swiss Guide to 
European Research and Innovation

Euresearch informs and advises about the participation in 

European Research and Development Programmes & facilitates 

Innovation partnerships in Europe. 

We guide you in finding opportunities fitting your needs.

We answer all your questions related to FP7, COST and EEN.

We also help you with the preparation of your project.

COST – European Cooperation in 
Science and Technology*

European scientists can get support to cooper-

ate on a particular project and exchange exper-

tise with financial support for joint activities 

such as conferences, short-term scientific 

exchanges and publications. Research itself is 

not funded. 

www.sbf.admin.ch/htm/themen/international

Funding European Scientific Cooperation

Funding European Research Projects

*  Euresearch is mandated by the State Secretariat for Education 
 and Research
**  Euresearch is mandated by the Federal Office for Professional  
 Education and Technology.


